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In March 1948# the Soviet General Staff* in a meeting attended by Molotov 
and other directors of Soviet foreign policy* examined anew certain aspects 
of Soviet political and naval policy in the Mediterranean. The General 
Staff enumerated the reasons why it was becoming increasingly necessary 
to acquire bases in the Mediterranean at any cost and launched an n annual 
plan** for the realisation of this objective. At this date® the ICremlln 
was already aware of the Yugoslav crisis and the possibility of TitO’$ 
defection. The points examined were as follows § 

a« Yugoslavia n To make evexy effort ~ political* diplomatic# and 
revolutionary ~ to prevent Yugoslavia and its ports, especially 
Kotor and Flume, from escaping from the Soviet orbit. In case of 
extreme necessity# to endeavor to liberate Kotor from the ,s Trotsky it e* 1 
Belgrade Government, favoring movements in Montenegro to achieve an 
autonomous Montenegrin republic as m means of controlling Kotor. 

This action should be synchronised with an analogous development 
in Macedonia. 

bo Albanian At any cost* to prevent Albania from reaching an accord 
with Yugoslavia and leaving th© Soviet sphere of action. The 
Albanian naval and air bases » while deficient and modest in com- 
parison with those of Yugoslavia* will be the sole strategic points 
for controlling the central Mediterranean. 

c. Italy ? To direct the elections in Italy by obtaining Communist 
control of the peninsula* 


d» 


To favor the return to Italy of the former Italian 

colonies in Africa (such as Libya) in order to prevent the establishment 
of an Allied military foothold and in order to have the opportunity to 
control them in case of a Goramunist advent in Italy. 
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■Palestine ? So thatch the Palestine situation and to 3#S JL ©rises 

in order to have an opportunity to split the Arab and to profit 

from til® possibility of an official (United Hat ions) installation of 
Soviet forces® Secondly© to create bonds with the government of 
State of Israel end to favor Oomnraniat and pro«Soviet groups 
Communist Party * Stem &ang s Syndicalists)* 


f 0 Lebanon ? So iatensily Communist propaganda in Lebanon in order to 
establish in that Arab state ® which alone is susceptible of being 
Gommunised ( through the large Ohristl&a element)® a pro-Soviet Communist 
government which would permit the control of Mediterranean ports© 


. Greece s fo increase action in Greece* either by aiding M&rkos or by 

intensifying Communist action in the interior® 

h« furkety g To intensify Communist penetration of terkey and the 
neighboring areas (Armenia® Kurdistan)© 

io Egypt; To increase the political and smophoble crisis la Egypt© 

2© At the end of August 19^® the situation in regard to the points examined 
in March was the subject of a new examination® She source of information 
concerning this meeting is a person in Bulgaria whose background i® political 
rather than military and who I© reported to belong to circles close to 
Dimitrov* She following outline of Soviet policy is based on hi® deductions 
and opinion but it follows Paragraph 1* above® sufficiently closely to have 
a semblance of accuracy? 


a© f^ypalaviag fo seek to eliminate flto* Secondly* to stir up the 

Yugoslav people against the Belgrade Government* either by Gomiaform . 
propaganda or by aiding dissident movement 3 or by inciting the minority* 
®hen action in Macedonia to take Macedonia away from Belgrade* setting 
up an autonomous republic allied to Sofia® Action in Montenegro® with 
the object of gaining control of Kotor® Aid also to the aati-OoMmiat 
nationalist movement® in Yugoslavia (Ghetniks® Erus&rl® etc*) in order 
to weaken fits* Inciting of the non-Serbian minorities (Albanian® 
Bulgarian® Hungarian® Italian); arousing of tha dissident movements 
in Montenegro* Dalmatia® Yonesia Giulia® Macedonia® Eosovo-Mobolija* 
Banat® Economic sanctions against Belgrade* finally® creation of a 
localised conflict (with Albania or Bulgaria) in order to b© able to 
intervene lawfully against "flto the Agreceor 11 ® even with the aid of 
the United nations* 


b* Albania ? To Intensify the control of and to increase th© military 

potential of Albania* indispensable for its naval and air bases against 
the West and as a land base for Markon® To use Albania as a point of 
friction with Belgrade (Montenegro* Eosovo-MetoXija® Macedonia)© 

®* M^CQdpnla s fo insist on this sector in order to obtain a corridor 
"between Albania and Bulgaria® Gominfona control of the far&ar Valley © 
and a border with Greece ® 

do Italy? To intensify political action in Italy® changing the systems 
and methods* To increase military control in Italy* which remain© 
the prime and only efficient base for the Anglo-Americans in the 
Mediterranean* 


•. Italian oalaiftgftt To imped® in diplomatic circles ay solution o* 
the Italian colony problem which would permit establishment of Anglo* 
American bases® either by opposing an integral© autonomist® and rseno* 
phobic solution or by action In the United nations© 


£* 


Palestine, on the Jw tlBh-fllflftt Hot at any coat to permit tb® situation 
in Palestine to be resolved perfectly* ffio compel Israel to lean os. the 
USSE in international circles* To favor anti-Semitism In th© world® So 
convince the government of tel Aviv that only Moscow can aid it* fo 
create crises between Israel and -the United States* fo increase Jewish 


Communist activity® 
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m. Palestine. oaihlL .teabaidg,; So use fell® Palestine crisis to discredit 
the 'poU^"of thelta**' 'Uagoa sad of Aral* aationaliem allied, to London* 
and to ©la at the refugees and fete proletarian aaae (Syria, WP^» _ 
Lebanon) ia order to spread the idea that only Goratnaalma and 
Bussia are able to eld the Arab people* 

h* Greece s So reconstruct the Markos arts? in Albania end not to a®glaa» 
sobversiv® OonMuaiet action In Greece. such as in the Greek islands 
of tto eastern Mediterranean o 

It is evident that* while some western circles maintain that 'she Jot®® 

Soviet force* political and military, should concentrate on two objectives -- 
Geraany ©ad the Far Bast — the USSR regards the Mediterranean as she eracial 
point in the western situation. Also, in the field of serai etrategy, o. viet 
orientation shows that the northern seas (Baltic sad Borth Sea) are coaeidjrea 
from only the defensive point of view and that the effort of Mosesw is eto^d 
at overcoming the Dardanelles, passing into the Mediterranean at tiis-Merer cost 
(Albania and Greece directly, Palestine and Lebanon indirectly), and a&M*sil,- 
i 2 lng possible AngXo»Araerleaa bases (Italian colonies* Italy* Greece#. 
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